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I
n the middle of a sentence, the old man leaps
tohis feet and strides swiftly to the edgeof the
openverandah.Waving his arms angrily, he
shouts at the teenager with the tattooedback,
who is grasping a terrified young boyby the
arm, about tobeat himwith a long cane.

In the slums of Bangkok, an Irish-
American priest has dedicated his life to
enriching and improving the lives of
those who live in almost unimaginable
poverty
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The teenager lets go of the boy and looks
up vacantly at the furious old man,who
continues to shout and gesticulate for a few
moments at someone down the road, out of
sight.The tattooed teenager stumbles off
into a narrow alleyway opposite.

On the way back to his seat, the old man
stops to remonstratewiththe securityguard,
shaking his finger angrily at him.

Sitting down again, the old man explains:
‘‘Just some fucking drug addict, out of his

head.He was going to beat the shit out of
that young boy. I told him to let him go.And
I told the guard that he should have seen
what was happening and stopped it.’’

It’s all part of a day’s work for Fr JoeMa-
ier, an Irish-American Redemptorist priest
whohas spentmostof his life in the slums of
KlongToey in Bangkok, helping those least
able to help themselves.
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On the rig

Fr Joe Maier with one of the young children at the Centre












